ANDY LANE

Background
King Andy Lane (c.1811-1870s, before the area was colonised) was a significant Ngunnawal
leader.

Among his people he was also known as Audi, meaning “deadly” or formidable, reflecting his
status and respect within Ngunnawal society.

He is remembered as a “Boss Man for Country and Lore” and has been described as one of
the last great Masters of Ceremony for the Ngunnawal people.

Lane held authority across Ngunnawal Country, including what is now Queanbeyan, the ACT,
and surrounding regions. His influence reached across south-eastern NSW, where he was
recognised by both Aboriginal and settler communities.

A breastplate inscribed “King Andy Lane” is held in the historical record, further demonstrating
the recognition of his leadership during his lifetime.

He is a direct ancestor for many Ngunnawal families living in the region today. His
descendants continue to play important roles in cultural leadership, ceremony, and community
life.



